CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 /la ftiethod for achieving efficient file transfer and traffic management in a digital 

2 media distributor system, the method comprising: 

3 providiiig an Intemet file server (IFS) at a central site of the digital media distributor 

4 system; and \ 

5 utilizing the IFS as an intermediary between the central site and at least one local traffic 

6 system, wherein thd IFS supports file transfer in both directions between the central site and the at 

7 least one local trafficisystem. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 wherein utilizing finther comprises receiving inbound transfers 

2 of a playlist file from the at least one local traffic system. 

1 3. The method of claim 1 wherein utilizing fiirther comprises receiving inbound transfers 

2 of a dub list file from the at least one local traffic system. 

\ 

1 4. The method of claim 1 wherein utilizing fiirther comprises receiving inbound transfers 

2 of a purge hst file from the a|least one local traffic system. 

2 transfers of a spot status summ^ file to the at least one local traffic system. 
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1 ^ ^ l\ ^ 6. The method of claim 1 wherein utilizing further comprises performing outbound 

2 transfers of aconsolidated As-Run log file to the at least one local traffic system. 

1 7. TheVnethod of claim 1 further comprising utilizing a plurality of agents to perform 

2 automated proc4smg of files transferred to the IFS and to perform scheduled tasks. 

1 8. A systentifor achieving efficient file transfer and trafiBc management in a digital media 

2 distributor system, the system comprising: 

3 a central site server; 

4 at least one local traffic system; and 

5 an Internet file semper (IFS) coupled between the central site server and the at least one 

6 local traffic system, the BPS acting as an intemiediary between the central site and the at least one 

7 local traffic system, whereirnthe EFS supports file transfer in both directions between the central 

8 site and the at least one local iraffic system. 

1 9. The system of claim 8 wherein the BPS receives inbound transfers of a playlist file 

2 fi-om the at least one local traffic system. 

1 1 0. The system of claim 8 wherein the IFS receives inbound transfers of a dub list file 

2 torn the at least one local traflSc system. 

1 11. The system of claim 8 whereiAthe IFS receives inbound transfers of a purge list file 



BC999069/1504P 



-15- 



12\ The system of claim 8 wherein the DPS perfomis outbound transfers of a spot status 
summary file to the at least one local traffic system. 

13. Th6^ system of claim 8 wherein the EPS performs outbound transfers of a consolidated 
As-Run log file w the at least one local traffic system. 

14. The syaem of claim 8 wherein the IPS further utilizes a plurality of agents to 
perform automated processing of files transferred to the EPS and to perform scheduled tasks. 

1 5. A method mr achieving efficient file transfer and traffic management in a digital 
media distributor (DMD)Wstem, the method comprising: 

utilizing an intermOTiary for file transfers between a central site and a local traffic system 
for a DMD; and \ 

exchanging files according to a chosen Internet transfer protocol between the local traffic 
system and the intermediary. \ 

16. The method of claim ll6 wherein utilizing further comprises utilizing an Litemet 
server as the intermediary. \ 

17. The method of claim 15 wh^ein exchanging files further comprises exchanging files 



• 



fi'om thd at least one local traffic system. 
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2 ' according to a file transfer protocol (FTP). 

1 18. The method of claim 1 5 wherein exchanging files fiirther comprises exchanging files 

2 according 10 a hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP). 

1 1 9. The method of claim 1 5 fiirther comprising utilizing agents in the IPS to 

2 automatically iimport and transfer hst files. 

1 20. The method of claim 1 5 fiirther comprising utilizing agents in the IPS to 

2 automatically generafle and export summary files. 
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